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CITY OF REDMOND ARTS COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

May 11, 2006 
Redmond Senior Center 

 
“Voice the views of the community to Mayor and City Council in reference to all cultural endeavors” 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Chairperson Roy Leban, Vice Chair Tom Flynn (arrived at 
6:35pm), Jill Krusinski, Eva Moon, Lisa Shine, Kamal Siegel, John Stilin, Latha Sambamurti, 
Kay Tarapolsi 
 
ABSENT AND EXCUSED:   
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Melna Skillingstead, Arts Administrator; Sandra Bettencourt, Recreation 
Program Manager; Dorie Lysaght, Recording Secretary 
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Jim Reid, Strategic Planning Consultant 
 

• • • • • • • 
 

AGENDA 
 
Note:  Bold/italic text denotes Staff and Commissioner follow-up resulting from this meeting. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Roy Leban called to order the regular meeting of the Redmond Arts 
Commission (RAC) at 6:04 p.m. at the Redmond Senior Center. 
 

II. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONERS 
 
New RAC commissioners Jill Krusinski, Eva Moon and John Stilin introduced 
themselves to the commission. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The Redmond Arts Commission (RAC) minutes of April 13, 2006 were approved 
with the following amendments: 
 

• Page 4, VI. B. first sentence: change to read “the Performing Arts Committee 
had held a meeting to review…” 

 
 

Motion for approval of the RAC minutes of April 13, 2006 as amended by:  
Commissioner Kamal Siegel 
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Second by:  Commissioner Kay Tarapolsi 
Motion carried:  8-0 unanimous 
 

IV. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 
VI. General RAC Business: 
• D. Park Bond Report – time added for discussion 

 
IX. Performing / Literary Arts: 
• A. Poet Laureate Program Recommendation – moved to June meeting 
• B. Hugo House Touring Writer Program Recommendation – moved to June 

meeting 
 

V. ITEMS FROM THE AUDIENCE  
 
None. 
 

VI. GENERAL RAC BUSINESS 

A. Chair/Vice Chair Report 

Leban welcomed the new commissioners. 

B. Approve Eastside Symphony Annual Cosponsor 

Skillingstead reported that the RAC has cosponsored the Eastside Symphony for 
the last four to five years so they can hold an annual performance at the Senior 
Center. The City allows them to use the Senior Center in kind and RAC pays 
around $50 for a facility monitor during the performance. The funding comes 
from the performing arts budget. The Eastside Symphony is planning to hold the 
next free concert in December 2006. Skillingstead requested that the commission 
approved continuing the co-sponsorship and stated that staff would bring the issue 
back to the RAC if the program changes. 

 
Motion for approval of the Eastside Symphony continuing co-sponsorship by:  
Commissioner Latha Sambamurti 
Second by:  Commissioner Kay Tarapolsi 
Motion carried:  8-0 unanimous 

C. RAC Terms letter to Mayor-Review 

Leban stated that the letter had not been written yet and that he will send it out for 
review before the June RAC meeting. 
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D. Park Bond Report 

Skillingstead thanked Stilin, Krusinski, Moon and Tarapolsi for attending the 
joint Park Board meeting. A copy of the PRO Plan (Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space) was distributed to the RAC and a copy of the Parks Department 
Improvement Plan will be distributed in June. Tim Cox, Park Planner, will attend 
the June meeting to discuss. A tour of the parks and potential art locations will be 
set up for the RAC in the summer. 
 
Tarapolsi reported that the Parks Board had asked for three things from the RAC. 
First, they would like a key person to be a contact for the Parks Board and 
perhaps to attend Parks meetings. Second, they would like names from the 
community to help with future projects and Tarapolsi suggested that past 
commissioners would be ideal. Third, they would like to continue a dialog with 
the RAC and requested that the RAC come up a wish list of future parks projects. 
Tarapolsi mentioned previous RAC suggestions for things like a performing arts 
amphitheater or band shell for concerts. The Park Bond total will be determined 
by the wish lists of all of the groups and will go on the November ballot. 
Bettencourt recommended that the RAC dream big for the wish list because even 
if the items are not included in the upcoming Park Bond they can be put into 
future plans. Tarapolsi stated that Park Bonds have been approved in the past and 
that they are always used for the specific projects. 
 
Leban suggested appointing a key person and creating an ad hoc committee to 
discuss ideas. Other commissioners would be welcome to send suggestions. Stilin, 
Moon, Leban and Krusinski volunteered to be on the committee. Stilin was 
appointed as the key contact person and committee lead. 
 

Motion to form an Ad Hoc Park Bond committee to exist until November by:  
Commissioner Kay Tarapolsi  
Second by:  Commissioner Latha Sambamurti 
Motion carried:  8-0 unanimous 

 
VII. VISUAL ARTS 

A. Patrick Sculpture Move Update 

Skillingstead reported that the sculpture Patrick will remain at Hartman Park 
through April 2007. 

 
VIII. ARTS EDUCTION/GRANTS 

A. Grant Recommendation:  Org Support: Seattle Chamber Music Society 

Tarapolsi distributed the Grant Committee’s recommendation to approve the 
$1,500 grant request from the Seattle Chamber Music Society. They hold a 
summer music festival at Overlake School in Redmond which will feature twelve 
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events over nine days in 2006. She mentioned that the RAC had discussed last 
year whether they should support a Seattle group and had decided that the Seattle 
Chamber Music Society was eligible for the grant because of their performances 
in Redmond. 
 

Motion that the Seattle Chamber Music Society be awarded a $1,500 
Organizational Support Grant by:  Commissioner Kay Tarapolsi 
Second by:  Commissioner Lisa Shine 
Motion carried:  9-0 unanimous 

 
IX. PERFORMING/LITERARY ARTS 

A.  Arts in the Parks flyer/poster distribution 

Sambamurti announced that the 2006 Arts in the Parks flyer was ready for 
distribution. She also showed the commissioners the award that the 2005 Arts in 
the Parks flyer/poster received from the WRPA.  

B. Site Specific Performances 

Sambamurti reported that she and Skillingstead would be taking the Site Specific 
Performances artists around Redmond to look at potential performance sites. 

C. 2006 Winter Performance Series 

Sambamurti asked the RAC and staff to sign thank you cards for the 2006 Winter 
Performance Series sponsors. She will take them to the sponsors personally to 
thank them for their contribution. 
 

X. GENERAL NEW BUSINESS 
 
Leban stated that the RAC needs at least two acting commissioners on each 
committee. The Arts Ed committee currently has no commissioners. He asked the 
commissioners to volunteer to serve on committees. 
 
Tarapolsi announced that the Redmond Regional Library and the Puget Sound 
Grantwriters Association are presenting a free workshop on Grant Research – 
Proposal Writing on Tuesday, May 30 from 6:30-9:00 pm at the Redmond Regional 
Library. She will distribute information on the RAC grants. 
 

XI. MOTION TO ADJOURN 
 

Motion to adjourn by:  Commissioner Kay Tarapolsi 
Second by:  Commissioner Tom Flynn 
Motion carried:  9-0 unanimous 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 
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Minutes prepared by Recording Secretary, Dorie Lysaght 
 
 

NEXT REDMOND ARTS COMMISSION MEETING: 
June 8, 2006 

City Council Chambers 
7:00 p.m. 
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Redmond Arts Commission 

 
Meeting:  May 11, 2006 

 
Audience Present 

 
 

 
 

Please note:  Information provided at this public meeting becomes part of the City’s permanent 
record. 

 
NAME ADDRESS PHONE 

Jim Reid Seattle, WA  
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